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INFORM CONSULS 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ABLD,ASEC 

SUBJECT:FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT 

1 . DURING THE LAST SEVERAL MONTHS THE DEPARTMENT HAS 
RECEIVED REQUESTS FROM POSTS FOR FIRE FIGHTING EQUIPMENT 
SUCH AS SELF-CONTAINED BREATHING APPARATUS AND FIRE 
RESISTANT SUITS. SOME OF THESE REQUESTS ARE BASED ON THE 
POSTS' DESIRE TO FORM FIRE-FIGHTING TEAMS OF THEIR OWN 
PERSONNEL TO EITHER SUPPLEMENT OR REPLACE LOCAL FIRE 
DEPARTMENTS. 

2. THE DEPARTMENT HAS NOT APPROVED THE PURCHASE OF EQUIP- 
MENT OF THIS TYPE FOR THE FOLLOWING REASONS: 
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A) IT IS THE DEPARTMENT'S POLICY THAT, IN DEALING WITH 
A FIRE, EFFORTS BE DIRECTED TO THE SAFE EVACUATION OF ALL 
PERSONNEL FROM THE BUILDING. THE PRESERVATION OF LIFE IS 
OF PRIMARY IMPORTANCE WHEN COMPARED TO THE PROTECTION 
OF PROPERTY. THIS IS NOT TO INFER THAT EFFORTS SHOULD NOT 
BE MADE BY PERSONNEL PRESENT AND AVAILABLE TO 
EXTINGUISH MINOR FIRES THAT MIGHT OCCUR BUT, USING GOOD 
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JUDGMENT, SUCH EFFORTS SHOULD ONLY BE UNDERTAKEN WITH 
MINIMAL RISK OF BURNS OR INJURY AND, IN NO CASE, WITH RISK 
TO LIFE. 

B) FOREIGN SERVICE PERSONNEL, WHETHER FSL OR AMERICAN 
EMPLOYEES, ARE NOT PROFESSIONAL FIRE FIGHTERS. FIRE 
FIGHTING IS A HIGHLY SPECIALIZED PROFESSION WHICH DEMANDS 
A GREAT DEAL OF TRAINING AND EXPERIENCE. TO FORM A FIRE 
FIGHTING TEAM OF EMBASSY PERSONNEL, AND EXPECT IT TO 
PROVIDE PROTECTION CAN BE AN EXTREMELY DANGEROUS UNDER- 
TAKING AND IS NEITHER EXPECTED NOR CONDONED. 

C) THE INTER-AGENCY AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE DEPARTMENT 
AND THE MARINE CORPS SPECIFICALLY SETS OUT THE DUTIES OF 
THE MSG AT POST. FIGHTING FIRES, EXCEPT FOR THOSE WHICH 
CAN BE CONTAINED WITHOUT RISK TO LIFE, IS NOT INCLUDED 
IN THIS AGREEMENT. 

3. POSTS ARE URGED TO REVIEW REGULARLY THEIR MAINTENANCE 
AND HOUSEKEEPING PROCEDURES SO THAT FIRES CAN BE 
PREVENTED. ATTENTION TO THESE SEEMINGLY MINOR DETAILS 
CAN PREVENT INJURIES TO EMPLOYEES AND PROPERTY LOSSES. VANCE 
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